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The I1l"Ore ,tige" of alter LippITBnn is one of the uBlt:.estio:1ed am unchanging 

phenomenon of our time. He is not only considered our nUMber one jOI.:rnali_stic 

pun:iit, despite his constnnt "errors of ju:igment," but he is also consider ed 

a 8a~ of incalculable wisdom. Presidents consult him; Khrushchev :lWanted 

him ~ivate interviews; am a l"\Bjor TV network devotes a !)recious hour each 

year to a t')rivileged "vi it" with ~. 11 omann at his fireside. There seers 

to be no limit to his connections ani influence. Am yet, l'lhen y ou stOl') 

think of it, all Mr. Li nn is is a columnist, tmt is, to the yotmger 

enera tion. Imeed, one has to go back to the very beginning of Mr . L1 nn's 

career to umerstam why he has the prestige he ha s as well as his famous 

innuence in "Oolitical affairs. 

Walter Linpmann was bCl["n in New York in 1889 of wealtIv pa r ents of Ger n­

Jewlsh ari~in. He was educated at a private school for boys here he as tounded 

his teachers with his brilliance and precocity. During his y o th, Li t') nn 's 

family often went to Europe, nermi tti the bOOding intellect to exnerience 

the 1 "xury of foreign travel am cultures. In 1906, at the or 17, he 

entered Harvard. His principle innu.ences at Harvard were the ohilos her 

Geor~ Santayana, the "sycholoP.ist William James, and the Fabi a n Socialist 

~aharn Wallas. Wallas, who uas one of t e or_....~~l f oun:lers of t he Fabian 



2. 


Society, had come to Harvard as a visiting :9rbfessor during 11. prnann's last 

umerETa.ciuate year. His influence on Lip9mann was to e deep aOO emcring. 

In a short time Lippma.nn gained the repute. tion for bein the oat brilliant 

and articulate young Socialist intellectual on the campus, aOO all his t ea chers 

knew that he was destined for r,reat things . 

Lipnmann didn't even have to leave the cam us to seek his destiny. It 

came looking for him in the ise of the Ameri can Fabian Socialist Lincoln 

Ster 'ens, who had been looldn for an assi stant. Steffens descr1.bes how he 

fou.OO Li mann in h:!.s f am I.S Autilbtography: 

I t was la te s ~'ler when I wen t to Carrbr· ci Ite • The crrad uated class 

of Harvard vms scattered. There were a few of' them left aroum Bos ton, 

am sore professors. I describ the man I lolas after, not the job I 

had to offer. If you JIl9nt n a job, 091e tM.nk of a "frllem who needs 

a joo.tt I asked fer the ablest mind tbatc:could express itself' in writing. 

Three names were offered, only three, and after a little conve sation 

everyb crl.y ap,reed on one--\ialter Lip"p. ann. I f oum Li nann, sali right 

away what his classmates saw in him. He asked me intelli nt, not ractical, 

questions about my pro~osition am when trey were answered, ve up the 

j 00 he had and cane hone to New York to work with me on my TNall Stre t 

series of articles. It was re orting. I was ~lritinP.' in my h guse in 

Connecticut. He .rent to \vall Street far facts, which he renorted to ne e 

He "caught on" right away. Keen, quiet, imt:strious, l1e understocrl. the 

anin of all tha t he learned ; am he asked the en he met far mare than 

I asked him for. He searched them; I know it ecause he search ~, t 0 , 

for my ideas am t h ories. 
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From then on, Lirpmann had it :m.de. The sUJTl1"'\er ass i nt was f 01 owed 

by a year of postgraduate vlork, during which time Li pmann, at the request of 

Steffens, or gan:i.zed the Harvard chapter of the IntercolleP.iate Soc list 

Society, struct'ured along Fabian lines, for the purpose of stimulating an 

interest in socialism among colleqe men. By the end of 1910, L1 nann had done 

such a f1ne job at Harvard that 300 students successfully petitioned for an 

intrcrluction into the curriculum of a coU'se in socialism. 

From Harvard, Li rm ent to 'l-mrk briefly fer Stef ens on the staff 

of rybody's Magazine. Then, in 1912, he was appointed executive secretary 

to Rev. George R. Lurm, the newly elected Socialist rna~.ror of Schenectady, }'ew 

York. Lippmarm found the job challen ':'ng, but in a short til'l.e rea14 ?oed tha t 

one Socialist vict~ in Schenectady was not ing to revn utionize that city, 

let alone the nation. Am so, on May 1, 1912, Li nn res~gned his poaition. 

Ernest S\~therlnm Bates, writing in the Modern Monthly of June, 1933, described 

what followed: 

On June I, 1912, there a eared in The Cali, Socialist orr.an of 

Neu York, an article enti. tJ.ed "Schenecte.dy the Unripe" in .rhich the 

executive secretary (L.1. :omann) justified his resignation. He spoke viith 

affection of the Socialist Party, be ng that tho h its members . i ht 

consider him a foal they would at least call him nComrade Fool," but he 

pointed out that, while Mayor Lunn was iYing Schenectady a better govern­

ment than it had had before, it was a strictly reforJ"list government, 

characterized by "timidity of action, the lack o~ a bold nlan, a kind of 

aimlessness behirrl the revolutionary speeches." "When the Socia . sts become 

reformers," he wrote trenclla tly, "there ceases to be an or an zed narty 
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of nuine radicals to keep the reforrers alive." 

Bates further wrote: 

During the ensuing yearJ Comrade 1i pmann uas an ctive me er of 

Branch 1, which was considered the cst rad teal of the Socialist roups 

in New York City. When Charles Edward Russell was nqrninated for myor 

by the Socialists in the spring of 1913 eleven T"embers of Bronch 1, 

inclu:l i ng LipPlIBnnJ were dissatisfied with tile narty nlatf'orm aOO submitted 

woo t was currently called a "revolutionary left-wing platform" of thoir 

ownJ presumably written by Lip mann as the literary genius of the wp. 

It made a clear disUnction betweenJ on the one handJ "Non-Socialist 

Reforms Indorsed by Social:L9ts, II aOO on the oUlerJ "Disti.nctively Socialist 

Policies," and it cl)ntained a rinF,ing declaration in favor of the latter: 

"We dQ not retend to r e resent the economic interest of all. We hold 

that uhere irreconcilable conflicte~! interest existJ it is e ther 

i gnorance or hynoc.."isy to pretend to renresent all of them. We t,herefore 

do not exneotJ or ask forJ t he votes of any but those nuinely interested 

in the abolition of the -rrofit system." 

The Socialist caOOidate was badly beatenJ but the :rear was by no means 

was ted. for 1i!=, ,nann. Dur1ne the T)revious months he had been develO!)ing his mm 

arguments for Socialism in his first bookJ A Preface to Polit.icsJ v.;rhich ' -1O.S 

published in 1913. This book should perhans .be entiUed "A Preface to alter 

Li p nnJ" for one must read it in order to fully urrlerstarrl how thorou~ly 

c OIrD1litted Li mann was to the Fa.bian pronosition tmt our Cnnstituti onal rep He 
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had to be destroyed. Hhat did he hope to replace it with? A Socialist s ta te-­

loosely called a "democracy"--which could be attained through the I1 creative 

statesmanshi " of an Executive with a strong will to remake America. Did the 

end justify the means? Of course, said Lip rrann, but not 11i te so cru:iely: 

Instead of trying to crush badness we must turn the pooer behirrl 

it to goed account•••• Behind evil there is power, and it is folly,-­

'"lasting am disa pointing folly,--to ignore this Dower beoause it had 

fourrl an evil issue. All tha t is dynamic in human character is in these 

rooted lusts. (p . 50) 

This ttristed view of' evil was certainl.y in.' line with Fabian Mor81ity, v7hich 

was nothin~ more than a modern ad~ntation of Machiavelli, fitttn~ly synbolized 

in the Fabian coat-of-arms demcting a Dolitical wolf in sheep's clothine. 

Concerning the Machiavellian tactics of' Fabian Socialism, Philip M. Crane 

wrote in The Democrat's DileTTlra: 

(Sidney) \I!ebb was fully .repared to play any meana-- air or foul-­

to achieve his eni. As Anne Frenentle :out it: I1There was also in Sidney 

an almost terrifying disregard fer tho ans to achieve the s i n e 001 

he had set himJelf." 

In other words, the Fabians were practicing Marxism-Leninism before L,min 

had even eMerged, and Hha t Miss FreITBntle had said of Sidney lebb could be also 

said for lfalter Lip nann. In fact, his book hs a primer for those ~lh9 would 

willfully and deliberately t r a nsform the United States into a 3 000 · H.".t state. 

He "Qrovided the nhilo..90nhical and practical gu.idelines for a vast :'11an of' action. 

L1 mann wrote: 
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Nobcxly needs waste his time deba ting whether or not there are to 


be great changes. That is settled for us whether we like it or not. t 


is worth debating is the met.hcd by l'Jhich change is to COIre about. (n. 285) 


a turally, such c~~n~e cOltid only take nlace after the masses had been 

sufficiently "educated": 

The real prt3:naration for a creative statesTfl'3.nshi~ lies deeper 

than parties am legislatures. It is the lrork of publ i cists am 

educators, scientists, preachers am artists. Throu rm all the a gents 

that make aoo popularize tho ,ht nnE t cone a bent of mind interested 

in invention and freed fr . M the authority of ideas. (p. 307) 

Li mann's b oak made te an imnression anon ~ his fellow radicals. It 

led Li nn directly into his association with !l liberal" Herbert Croly itl the 

fourrling of The New Republic rra . zina in 19J.L. The rna z ine, f i m lCed by 

Willard Straight of' the J. P. Horgan c em ny, was billed as a f!Jcurnal of 

cmini on which secks to Heet the Challen~ of a lJel. T' e . n H. L. encken, not 

at all taken in y 'uch high-souming vertis .ment, referred to Li'9 nann and 

his collea · • s as the like t idea l i sts" of' the le\01 Republic. It!] irst' s ue, 

published on ~10v tTlber 7, 191L, cha ract r istically featured an rticle ent i tled 

liThe Em of merican Isolation, n thus serving notice the t the zine "lould 

T)romote a nell internationalist foreim policir for the United States. Althouf!,h 

the na. zine was nro!'T!m.ed as "Liberal," it 'Has clearly a rno:t iece f or soo a list 

ideas and iorld govermn It. This was the time, inci dentally, whe n th F b ' a n 

totalitarians be n exprooriatin liberal terminology as a cover f r their 

own illiberalism. 

http:nro!'T!m.ed


Durin€; this sarne fateful year, Li lTRnn's Fabian rofessor, Graham \/all aa , 

/j
also T)ublished an important book of his am entitl ed The Grea.t Society. The 

Preface, written in the form of a dedica tory letter to his star puoil, read 

as foll ows : 

Dear Walter Lipnrnann, 

Tbis book develops the ma t .rial of tha t disc "l:'Ssion-course (IIGovernm6nt 31") 

which you joined during my stay at Harvard in the spring of 1910. 

Now that the book is finished, I can see, more clearly than I could 

while writing it, TNhatit is about; am in rarticular what its relation 

is to my Human Nature in Politics (1908). I may, therefore, ay rlefly 

t hat the earlier bock 'ilas an analysis of reoresentative governme nt, uhich 

turned into an argulTl:mt a~a :i,tt5 t n:i.nete th-century intellectu,"! lisrn; am 

th2 t this book is an analysis of the gene ral social or p,an' z.ation of a 

lar modern state, which has 1x:.rned, at times, into an arf!U1lJ3nt a inst 

certain fCl['ma of twentieth-century anti-intellectual1.s!Tl. 

I sem it to y ou in the hope tm t it tray be of' SOJ1'le hel? l-Then you 

wri te that sequel to your Pref ace to ,.. olitics for which all your fri(;ms 

are looking.-­

Since~'el~r yours, 

GrGham Wallas 

iallas's thesis was that our r eat irrlustrial civilization was drifting, 

am that in order for it to be crenncled in the proper aocta istic direction, 

it had to be ntrol led from top to bot.tcm. Individual freedom had to be 

curtailed "democratically." For exa le, on the sub j ect of thou ht control, 

he l,oJrote: 



If non-aff 'cial Th u t is to beco e e f ective it t also useI 

the ral int,erchange ideas . Am 8 ne e, in our urban conrrnmiti es, 

n()thin~ can be d one effe ct" vcly uhi ch i s not done delibera.tely, 'He must 

prov-lde at least as carefully for t oo Or ganized Th ught of t . ordinary 

citizen as ue are now be inni n to ovide for his Individual 'llhought. 

(p . 283) 

Li pr:1ann's seeom bock, Drift and l-lastery, whieh was nubl ahed in te 

191L, echoed his teacher's ideas. He too lJaS coreerned ab out hOvl 'tre could 

reach The Grea t Society. But" as Li mann discovered, it wasn't the plutocrats 

ho 'l-Jere· s tam.i ng in thE) HEly of socialist ,lanning, but the pe ople the lTBelves. 

He ,·mtea : 

• • • vie have to fa ce the fae t in America tha t wha t t h IE'rts the 

gr~rlh of our civiliz t" on is not the ill1canny, rral " Ci01l3 c ontrivance of 

the plutocracy, but the faltering thcd, the distract ed soul, am the 

rm.\Shy vision of l·1h.:J.t 'l-1e call wandiloquently the .dll of' the "aple. 

(ry. xvi) 

For Linp nn it wasn't tyranny ich blocked the y y to 80c i 118m, but 

freed om which had reached neu beights as the old au ori ties crurbled der 

the advance of science. To LiP'I)ma.nn and a lIas, this freed om WR" really 

crAOS. Li nn \-11"i tes : 

The Ilattle for u.s, in short, oes not lie a prejlXlice, 

but a inst the chaos of the ns ci freedom. This chaos is our Teal 

probl eM. (p. xvi) 
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1i pmann's b ook called or 9. conscious Ian to be " sed upon America 

b· the radicals so that their great collectiv 'st society could be atta~.ned. 

1i mnn, of course, had to convince his fellow " liberals" t ha t t he pe onle 

vIi th their mushy vision--for VIhom he had typical Fabian-intellectual , Bont mpt-­

would not really object to being c ontrolled: 

"n wil1~ d o a l most anything but govern themselves. They don't Hant 

the res onsibility. In the nai.n" t hey are lookin~ for s m-e bcne~Tolent 

guard ' an .. bo it a "good ren in office" or a perfect cnnsti tution, or the 

evolution of natlJI'e. They Hant to bo t.3.ken in charge. ( .• I 9, our 'm hasis) 

As for our traditi ons of r e ed. om which look with disf avor upon those 

\-mo would i ase their plans CNer others, 11 Il:'ann ar ued: 

There can be no real cohesion fer America in foll Oir. ':'ng 9crupullmsly 

the inherited ideals of our p80'91e•••• The only p ossible cohesion now 

is n loyalty that looks fcruard •••• To do this men have to substitute 

purpCEe for tradition •• . . He can no longer treat life as sone thinp' that 

helS trickled d~ to us. We have ·to deal with it deli bera'&ely, devise 

it. social or nizaticil, alter its tools, formulate its methexls, educate 

and control it. (p. 266) 

or course, any kind of master plan denarJds that these who carr'J it out 

work urJier a central discipline, giving up their in:iividual in:iepc:m:ience. But 

Lippmann finds great canpematiOtls in accenting this discinline: 

There is a terrible loneliness that co~s to men when they realize 

tl1eir feebleness before a brutally unint.erested universe•••• Heman] 

seeks assurance in a co~ion with something outside himself, at the 

most nerl'WS, in a common purpose, at least, in a fellowship of effar't. 
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ItThis is the true joy in life," says Bermrd Shaw, "the being ed 

for a DUl"pose recorni zed by yourself as a mir,hty one." (9. 278 ) 

Shaw, of all the Fabians, gloated moot over the use of JoIa~hiavelli.an 

me"cds • . LipPMann further rationalized the need far collective discipline in 

several of the lost interesting pases in his book: 

What men need in their s"gecialties in <rder to enable them to 
it, 

cooperate is not alone .. binding passion, but a common discinline. 

Scienoe, I believe, lies suoh a discipline •••• The scientific 

world is the best example we mve today of how s eciaJrl.sts can cooperate • 

• • • There are urxioobtedly beginnings of such a common nlelmcd in publio 

affairs. • • • Instruments of a cooperative mirrl are bein~ f er ood. • • • 

il'his work has aroused in many men the old sense of c 06t:Iic wonder, 

am called forth devotion to impersonal ems. (!>. 261) 

By using the phrase "cosMic womer, II was Li pr:Bnn crypt~_cally referring 

to something much more concrete, such as the Illumimti order? In any case, 

we cam-.ot help but suspect that l{'hen Lip TlJ8nn wrote of the "instruments of a 

co~era"tive rum" ~lhich were in the process of being "farced," he 'i.ras referring 

in a cryptic rranner to the great political conspiracy \-I'hich \;lB.S then being 

or~nized arourxi that ~ster conspiratcr of all tlme, Col. Edward )1. HOUge. 

Cal. House, who was Wilson's IIdvisor ani alter e go, md already formulated his 

own !,lan for a sooialist dictatorship in America through a book which he had 

published anonymously in 1912 entitled Philip Dru: Administrator. It is n ) t 

only likely toot Lipp!lBnn read Philiu Dru am was thereby influenced by it, 
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but it is also likely that Col. House read A Preface to Politics am foum in 

LippJnann a first-class recruit for his corJDerative 17d.nd, wrhich was a a ney 

phrase for eonsniraoy. \,le do not knCM when 11ppnann met House for the f irst 

time......perH as early as 1912 throu~ the good offices of Lincoln Steffens...­

but ~-1e do lm<7ti that by 1916, Lippmann, as an associnte editor of The New Republic, 

was in cons tant touch with House. Discussing The New Republic's pro-Wilson 

bias, Lippmann wrote in the July 16, 1930 issue of the magazine: 

Our rela tions with ltals on wp.r e rnver pers onal. I don't think 

Croly ever saw Wilson when he liSS President; in thG winter of 1916 

I hnd two or three interviews, such as any journalist has 't-lith t..1-J.e 

Pres:irlent. Croly and I did begin to see sonething of Colonel House. 

It ':JaS a curious relationship. Wilson was preparing to l~m for his 

secorrl term; his main problem "JaS the managemnt of American neutrality. 

We discussed the problem perhaps once a fortnight ~Tith Colonel House. 

He never told 'U.s wl'Yat the ?resident '\-laS oing to do•••• Partly by 

coincidence, nartly by a certain parailGlism of reasonj.np" certainly 

by no direct inspiration either from the 'Pres:.d ent or Colonel House, 

Th"3 New Re 'ublic often advocated policies uhich willson purSl~ed. 

One must, of course, take the vlOrd of a Fabian Socialist 'tiith a la.rge 

grain of salt. Vvbatever the circuJlBtanees may have been of how the "kept 

idealists" served their masters, it is a fact tm.t Linpmann was one of Col. 

Hous e's favorite \)6ts, if not ~ fa.vor5.te pet. Lip nann's third book, 

?ta.kes o.f Diplomacz, published in 1915, was a blatant blueprint .for the World 

Government l:Jhich Col. House l"s.d planned to create through his conce"Ot of a 
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post-war Leaeue or Nations. It is not incorreiVable that Li ' mann wrote the 

book specifically at Col. House's behest in order to T)cepare the "intellectuals" 

for th0 nc,\,! internatitlnalisM am to set the guidelines for post-,-mr diplomatic 

action. At the tamer age of 26, Lippmann was so firmly CCJ':l.mitted to '\'Jorld 

Government and the abaJ..ition of the United States, that he could write lIi:SiI 

the foll~~ng with complete equanirni~: 

The dUference ••• between the true internationalist an::l the 

unreas oning atr:1.ot lies in tile 811 r am ey of hli3 conscious purpose. 

He holds his local patriotism l1ith a senae that it s temporary, knorTing 

thait he must be r ·;ady to merga it in a larger devotion. He r emains a 

nationilist in practice because that is the only eff ective way he can 

work for internationalism. H~ preserves his ccx.ntry in trust for that 

r,reater utate '(vhich Hill embrace civilization.. He r egards his allep;iance 

as a st -wardship. It is true tha t he r:ay farl-,>et. He m y 8 ' nk into 

a dan reus patriotism. That is one of the risks of an active life. 

It is alwaJ'S poosible that men will looe sight of the em and become 

fa.natic about the l'leana. There is no guarantee a f,uinst this insidious 

dal gor. Only constant criticism am. candid discussion oan guard 

a gainst it. (p. 227) 

It is SO)l}ewhat stunning to realize tmt in this short neriod of one year-­

1914-191.5--Arnerican foreign policy had uniern:one so drastic a cham~e tha,t ''Ie 

yere now not only d iscarding "Isolation," but also the very soverei(tTlty am 

tfreedan of the Unitt..,>O. States itself. :!:htt., of course, none of these nlans, so 

instakingly develo(led by Li-pprrann, could be iJll1)le~nted so lon1 as the United 
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States stayed out of the rlar. Col. Nouse, hCMever, md full charge of tha t 

d epartlTl€)nt, am through his tireless connivance r:;anagOO to ~t us i nto the 

VIc:!" by 1917. Of couroc, Hils on had rtm f er re-election the jCar e fore with 

the s logan "He kept us out of' uar. tl But, that was j ust anot her doceptioo 

contrived for the s~ckers l-nth the Itmushy vision." 

The tlTer found Linpnnnn ready to serve his country, although, aa: he had 

plainly admitt ed, his local TJa triotism WClS of a te orary nature only. 

Nevertheless, he was "invited" to become an assis tant to Newton D. Baker, 

tvilsCIlts Secretary of ,,·Jar. Li J'l8nn r emined in tha.t p Q3ition for only a few 

months until Col. House was ready to ut him in a much more 1nmortant job, 

that of making plans far the pcst-war Lea gue of Nations. 

As soon as we had entered the war, t.he Colonel had decided ·to or n1.ze 

a secret stlJiy cOllini t tee which ~lot.ud draw up proposcls to be s' mitted at the 

aris Peace Conference. Ho~se cb e h-is brother-i n-law, Sidney zea, President 

of the City Collops of New Yc.,Tk, to head the Co littee and then a ointed 

Li pmann to serve as Mezes t secretary and as a direct lia ison between hi ms elf 

(House) am the Committee. He~es and Li!)prnann then proceeded to c .. b the 

academic world for all the Fabiaaa, liberals, and do- ,coder humanitarians 

t.hey could find. Among the recruits were: Janes T. Shotwell of Colurlbia, 

Ch?rles H. Herlkins of Harvard, Charles Seymour of Yale, Stanley Hornbock of Wisc onsin j 

Archibald. Coolid P,e of Harvard, Isaiah Bowman of Johns Hopkins, a IIi others. 

Li m nn s tayed v,'ith The Inquiry, a s the COl!lr.littee vms l a t er called, intil 

he c ompleted his "l-lOl'k, loJtdch i ncllrled dra f tinr: the f a IlOUS F'ourte n Points, 

\Jhich were to be the basis of Wilson t s Paris eace ne oti a t · ons • I t is r.a rd 

to believe tha t a 29-year-old Fabian Socialist could have r ea ched such hei~ts 



of power as to be in cha:1i'/!e of forJlJUlating the !'oreien policy of one hundred 

million Americans who hadn't thG faintest idea 1·1m t iTaS {~oin,~ on be h ' nd their 

backs. 

Li 1'IB.nn left The Inquiry in mid-19lB, ilas c omnissioned ,:=t C Dta:tn in the 

Hilitary Intell i gence division of the American Expeditionary Force am, in 

Auewt, 1918, .tmm h11'501f in E'Jrope writing propaeo.ma leaflets to be dropped 

behirxi enemy lines. Before rtlaching the front, howeV'er, Lippnann and his 

fellow officers, Cant. Heber Blankcmhorn am Lt. Charles Merz--the futl::re 

edi tor of The Nm-1 York'l'imes--spent several days in Engllrrl where they conferred 

with Graham \vallas, H. G. \-Ie11s am other Fabians. The reaaining months of 

the ..mr were spent at the unit's headquarters in France, which l·la s under the 

COJmlanl of Major ~allard Straight, the Norgnn ~rtnor Hh ~ had financed 

The N~_w Republic. ThL \;a.:: ql!ite in keeping "lith the needs of the situatf»on, 

since Gtn~man l'opaganda leaflets were informin g the American troo 5 to what 

extent they ,-lere the tools of "Mol' nism" which, ae crding to thf.3 Germans, had 

driven L"iilson am America to the betrayal ·of hU1lBnity. 

The Armistice broup;ht Li prrann's short military career to a close and 

he WAS sped to Paris where he became secretary of the Paris Peace f 2­

organization set up by Col. House. David Weingast, in his s:hort biop.ra phy of 

Lb;)prrann, describes Li TlBnn1s key role at the tima: 

The Gernans having agreed to surrender on the baMs o.f the Fourteen 

Points, House had to obtain the a )proval of Lloyd Georce am Orlando to 

a ca itulation on those terms. The British and Italian leaders wanted 

to know llOOt 1.111son's declarat.ion neant. To Lippmann twnt the tas k o.f 

nreparing an explanation. Writing all ni ht, he completed thirteen 
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memoranda, Frank Cobb of the orld s upplyin g t h four teenth. '{he 

Meno anda were cabled to 1l 80n, he gave the m his a r ov-al. 

Li nn" however, soon found hi~l1Belf at ctlds t;."ith Wilson" whose co ng 

to Paris he strongly disa _ roved of. As a gocx:i Fa bian, he was also greatly 

distressed by the Allies intervention a gainst the new Ganmunist re . me in 

ussia. Anything that threatened the new Soviet e~ri~nt r.a.d to b e f a ght. 

Weinga "' t q tes L1 pms.nn as follC1!1~: 

"I tr~L€d in vain," he said, "to remind wvilson of t.he incongruity 

of the situation. I pointed out th<i t by participat.ing in tho ,-Jar during 

the era of c ification e were Lound to cancul out th - efi'ectiveno5s 

of the ea co trea.ty ue llere dra.rting." 

ut "H.Isen remained adarwnt. AD ,arently he t ook seriously the s l o n that 

we had one to war to sa'V'e t he world fer denocr<1c~r. Lip~nn knew" hot-rever, 

rely b eon coirBd to induce the American s ucl':ers, 'ifith 
-----------------------------------~------------

their "mushy vis ion,," to erform bi ~r am better s crifices. B t t he 

disa ce ~ nt f orcEd Lip nn to resi fror.1 the Pt a ce Cop.fer enc€ and retln"n 

to the . ted Statec. In the T1£amlhUe, Col. H use had sent Lincoln Steffens 

on e. ersor.nl mia sion to Lenin to r eass ure tho Conmmist butcher that his 

friends in Anericll, Yl'ould not let him down. Lipp~ill:l.nn, in 't:.he I.1zamThile" did his 

best, to sell the American people thE! Lea e of Uati.or.1S am a new line or 

co-existence with the Soviet Union. 

The end of the Wilson Administ-ration marked the end of the first pIdIs'e 

of 1i lTBnn's fantastio career. By the age of 30 this Harvard intellectt:al 
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had written three books, innuoorah1e articles, had becore a skilled liter ary 

agitator s.m a moulder of our destiny as a nation. He had bee e part am 

parcel of the invisible governlMllt whioh vas shaping the sociulist future of 

of A eries. ;'Tithout th apprwal or know1ed of its oo091e. 

It would be too easy to urrlerestirmte tho role played by a1 tel' 

Lippmann in t hose early days wh ,n the political conspiracy to bolish the 

United Sta te liaS being forJlEd. Li ppnann was clear~ the moot ners'UaRive 

intelloctla1 okesrEl I1 for t '1:, diseniJ cd l flcoo r tiV'IB ' rrl.n H had i rrlooo 

SU ' oro inated hi s a t' ntell' ctml 1ents to SOMe in t ha t s niC3ter 

"fellowshi p of e fort" d edioated t.:> th.;' destruction of a froe A r ca. 

Therein, of course, lies the key to ~.yalter Li pnann's une nd i II restlge," 

a presti sustained by that "coo erative mind" of Nhich Li l'O.nn has been 

a art ever s i noe he left .-jarval"d. 
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